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twenty ounces. The other lobe had been removed by the
same gentleman about three months since. The haemorrhage,
as is usual in these cases, was very considerable. The disease
was of about two years’ duration.

LUNATICS IN WORKHOUSES.

It appears from official records that on Jan. lst, 1885,
there were 3775 persons labouring under some form or other
of mental disease in the various union workhouses through-
out Ireland. The greater portion of these were epileptics
or imbecile from birth, while aged and demented lunatics
formed the remainder. As a rule, the classes thus adverted
to are, as it were, indigenous to poor-houses, having
been located in them in early life by the relieving officers
of unions when abandoned and in a destitute state, very few
of them, comparatively speaking, being transferred from
district asylums. In fact, boards of guardians are for the
most part strongly opposed to the detention of insane
patients in workhouses, although aware that if suitable
provision were ma.de for their treatment in them, the benefits
derivable from district asylums would be largely increased,
their overcrowding by hopeless cases obviated, and the
admission of acute and curable ones facilitated at the
proper time.

SOUTH DUBLIN UNION.

The recent half-yearly report of Mr. Robinson, Local
Government Board Inspector, as to the condition of this
workhouse is generally of a favourable character, except as
to the inadequate arrangements for the supervision of the
lunatics and idiots and the insufficient accommodation pro-
vided for them. It seems that since last inspection the
number of lunatics has not diminished, and both on the
male and female side of the workhouse this department is
so much overcrowded that many who properly belong to the
insane class have to be distributed through other wards. It
is expected that when the children are sent to the new
schools sufficient accommodation will be found for the
lunatics located in the house.

DUBLIN NATURALISTS’ FIELD CLUB.
At the opening meeting of this Club, held last week, the

President (Dr. E. P. Wright) stated the objects were the
practical study of natural history, botany, and geology,
chiefly of the province of Leinster. He reminded the
members of the well-known Natural History of Birds in
Ireland by Thompson, and he hoped that in time they
would be able to give an equally valuable history of
fishes and of the other groups of animal life. There was
an equally wide field when they passed from the animal
kingdom to plants, as there were whole groups of plants
which were literally waiting to be collected and described.
Thanks to the geological survey, the geology of the district
might be said to be known, yet there was a great deal even
in this branch to be done by the Club in collecting specimens
of fossils, both of animals and plants, a work which did not
strictly belong to the survey. Various excursions have been
arranged from May to October.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN IN 1885.
The births in the Dublin registration district during

last year numbered 10,144, being equal to 29 per 1000; and
the deaths 10,022, or 28’4, against an average death-rate of
29’4 for the preceding ten years. A great improvement in
registration was effected in 1879 by means of the burial
returns then introduced in compliance with the provisions
of the Public Health Act, 1878. The mortality in the Dublin
district during last year was, therefore, considerably below
the actual annual average for the ten years 1875-84.

By a clerical error in last week’s issue it was stated that
the election of a curator to the museums of the Royal
College of Surgeons would take place last week. It should
have been next month-viz., the 18th prox.
Dublin, Feb. 23rd. 

________________

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

DEATH OF DR. WILLIAM E. JOHNSTON.

THIS well-known American physician died at his residence
in Paris on the 14th inst. of a chronic affection of the
stomach, in the sixty-second year of his age. Dr. Johnston
was a native of South America, and it was after the civil

war that he came over to Europe and started as a newspaper
correspondent, in which capacity he greatly distinguished
himself. With his American degree he obtained permission
in 1866 from the French Government to practise medicine
in Paris, where he acquired great popularity and fame, not
only among his countrymen, but also among the French and
foreign residents of this city. He was of a handsome
physique, and it is said that he bore a striking resemblance
to Albert Sidney Johnston, the celebrated Southern general,
who was a cousin of Dr. Johnston’s father. He was officially
attached to the American Legation in Paris, and always
proved himself a wise counsellor on all matters coming within
the scope of his profession. He rendered great service to the
sick and wounded during the siege of Paris, when he was
attached to an ambulance, and continued therewith to the
end of the Commune, which followed the siege. In recogni-
tion of his services he was created Chevalier of the Legion
of Honour, and in 1876, for further services, he was raised to
the rank of Officer of the same order. He was also Officer of
the Crown of Prussia. The funeral service took place at the
American Church, in the midst of a large concourse of
friends, the American Legation being officially represented.
The remains of the lamented physician were afterwards
deposited in a vaulted chamber in the church, to await
removal to the United States.

PTOMAINES AND THE MICROBE THEORY.

The debate opened at the Academy of Medicine by
MM. Gautier and Peter on the part played by ptomaines
of disease’ promises to be a long one, as many members
have inscribed their names to take part in it. Till now
Professor Peter stands alone in his theory of auto-infection,
though he cannot help conceding that some diseases are
generated by microbes. The difference, however, between
Professor Peter and his adversaries is that, whilst he cannot
but admit the presence of microbes in certain diseases, it is
yet a moot point as to whether they are the cause or the
products of the disease. In any case the knowledge of
bacteriology, as it is pompously termed, has thrown
no light whatever on the true nature of the disease,
nor has it enabled us to invalidate the teachings of
the old school. The speakers who have as yet taken part
in the debate seem to have forgotten all about the
ptomaines, as their discussions have been confined to
microbes. In an able speech, Professor Cornil endea-
voured to show that the microbian theories are not really
contradictory to that which is taught us by traditional
medicine, but that they serve, on the contrary, to clear
up many points which have till now been enveloped in
obscurity. Further on, he made a sort of compromise
between the old and the new doctrines by stating that
the presence of micro-organisms in infectious maladies
suffices to show their r6le in the development of disease; and
without denying the influence of the soil or constitution of
the individual, on which is founded the theory of the old
anatomico-pathological school, it must be admitted that the
modern school furnishes us with a better explanation of the
specificity of different morbid states. The debate is still
open, and I am afraid will remain so for some time to
come, between the microbists and the non-microbis ts
without much light being thrown upon the matter by
either party, although the speakers are men of note.

THE PRIX LABORIE.

The Soci&eacute;t&eacute; de Chirurgie de Paris has awarded the Prix
Laborie to Professor Lagrange, of the Faculty of Bordeaux,
for his memoir on the Therapeutic Value of the Elongation
of the Nerves.

ROME.

(From our own Correspondent.)

Solvitur acris hiems. The year has turned, and the Italian
spring-or primavera, beautiful as its name !-has left its
first imprint on meadow and mountain side. Wherever the

gay world congregates, at the meet on the Campagna, on
the picnic excursion to sylvan Tusculum, to the still Alban
Lakes, to the headlong Anio, or with the archaeological
party at lonely Ostia or deserted Veii, the charm of holiday
is enhanced by the exhilaration of the cloudless azure over-
head, the fragrance of the wild violets under-foot, and the
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gold-green haze of the woods around. Rome is looking her
best, save where the city architect is trying to "improve" 
her! and, responsive to her attractions, visitors are trooping
in with every train, till the resources of hotel and pension
are strained to bursting, and landlord and landlady are

threatened with eviction from their own rooms-not., how-
ever, without ample " compensation for disturbance." The
health of the English-speaking public is good, and may till
the end of the season continue so, if only they are prudent
and will not cinchonise themselves, by way of precaution,
into worse ailments than they would avoid.

Dr. Tommasi-Crudeli delivered before a select audience
the other day a very instructive lecture on the reclama-
tion of the Roman Campagna. Malaria, he showed, does
not come from the marshes on the littoral or by the so-
called winds of Africa, but is a special earth-poison, favoured
in its development by the permanent humidity of the
subsoil. Were the winds the importers of malaria, the
breeze which prevails in Rome all summer would be pesti-
lential, instead of which it is as health-giving as it is
refreshing. That part of the city which has lately been
built over or paved is thus protected from the exhaling earth-
poison, and were the thorough system of drainage practised
under the Antonines in the Campagna restored, that region
would be as free from malaria as it was in the second
century of Christ. It is no use attempting to dry up the
marshes, which are of limited extent and influence; but the
subsoil must be drained, saturated as it is by the percolation
of water from the volcanic lakes inurned in the hills high
above the sea-level. A very interesting account of the
way in which the Roman engineers of the second century
got rid of this subsoil water was then given, mainly from
the’researches of Signor Tucci, who showed that the water
was collected on the hill slopes by a descending series of
galleries, till in the valleys it was stored in reservoirs for
legitimate uses. With the liberation of the soil from the
excessive humidity one essential factor in the maturing and
propagation of the malarial poison is removed.
Following up his attack on the received doctrine as to

malaria, Dr. Tommasi-Crudeli has just issued a paper on the
woods and their relation to that form of fever. Lancisi’s
theory that the low-lying belts of forest-growth between
the Pomptine marshes and the Latian hills exerted a useful
function in detaining and depurating the malarial poison
was shown to be purely imaginary, ingeniously evolved to
suit a special interest in the retention of the Cisterna
thicket. Lancisi’s authority was in other fields of medicine
so great, so deservedly great, that his ruling in the matter
has prevailed down to these days, in spite of a special
commission which succeeded in showing its fallacy three
years ago. The truth is that malaria resides in the soil
between these forests and the city, and must be stamped
out of it by removing that humidity which, when accom-
panied by excessive solar heat, is the main factor in its
production. The thicket that Lancisi preserved has since
been cut down, to the great advantage in point of health of
the population in its vicinity; while had the woods high
up on the mountain sides been spared (which Lancisi thought
they need not be), the moisture that descends to the plain
would have been reduced in quantity, and the subsoil
saturation of the Campagna minimised. It is, in fact, the
denuding of the Latian hills-hills, mark you, not plains-
of so much of their forest-growth that makes it so difficult
to revive what the engineers of the second century succeeded
in doing.
"One fundamental error," says Dr. Tommasi-Crudeli,

" begets an infinite series of derivatives. This idea, that
trees act as a filter on the malaria, has spoiled the finest
street in modern Rome. When the Via Nazionale was
begun, it was planted with trees as far as the Via Quattro
Fontane. But by that time a new assessor of public works
appeared and argued thus: ’Foliage detains the malaria
carried by the winds; in Rome malaria comes only by those
winds; hence it is madness to plant those trees, which
would simply act as so many condensers of malaria.’
And he was as good as his word. Moreover, to prevent any-
one after him from continuing’ the planting he had stopped
at the Via Quattro Fontane, he constructed the drains of
both sides of the street on the line of the plantings already
begun. So all but the first few yards of the Via Nazionale
is a boulevard without trees, to the increased comfort of
those who have to pace it in summer, lying as it does
from east to west in the greater part of its course,
and therefore eufiladed by the sun, nearly all day ! ......

, The history of the discovery of the circulation of the
blood is another striking instance in point. From Galen,

, who affirmed that the blood passed from the one ventricle
of the heart to the other by means of foramina existing in
the septum which divides the two ventricles, up to Realdo
Colombo, who experimentally demonstrated that that septum
was impervious, and that the blood passed from the right
heart to the left heart by means of the pulmonary circula-
tion, thirteen centuries have passed. During all these ages
anatomists sought in the intra-ventricular septum for the
foramina described by Galen; but they did not find them,
and often confessed that they had never succeeded in seeing
them-adding, however: ’They must be there, because
Galen has said so.’ Even the great Vesalius argued in this
way up to the discovery made by Realdo Colombo. Nor,
after the evident demonstrations given by Colombo, did the
Galenic prejudice cease. Cesalpino himself, who passes in
Italy for the discoverer of the great circulation, persisted in
admitting the foramina described by Galen, when Colombo
many years before had proved that no such things existed.
The Lancisian prejudice will last yet awhile, but not so long
as its Galenical fellow; for now the scientific world moves
faster than ever, and draws along with it in its advance the
lay public with more effect than formerly. Perhaps in ten
or twenty years it will appear strange and unaccountable
that in the year of grace 1886 1 have spent so many words
in combating an arbitrary assertion made in 1714, based on
a physical error such as no student in our Liceo or Istituto
Technico would dare to pronounce."

Dr. J. G. Van Marter is prosecuting his interesting
researches in early Etruscan and Roman dentistry, and in
a tomb lately disinterred near the Lago di Bolsena, belonging -

to the sixth century B.C., he has found a still more primitive
mode of banding the teeth than in the wen-known Corneto
specimen, marking a distinctly earlier stage of pre-Roman
dentistry. " This specimen," he says, " of early Etruscan
dental work is of interest to us as the oldest yet found in
Italy, and as supplying one of the missing links of the
dental chain we are endeavouring to trace back to the
beginning of our profession."
Rome Feb. 20th.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.

The Lunacy Laws.
IN the House of Lords, on the 19th inst., the Lord Chancellor

presented two Bills for the amendment and consolidation of
the Lunacy Laws. The Bills were read a first time.

The Sale of Poisons.
On the 23rd inst., the Earl of Milltown gave notice of his

intention at an early date to ask Her Majesty’s Government
whether, considering that a Bill on the subject was read a
second time in that House and referred to a Select Com-
mittee last session, it was their intention to introduce this
session a Bill for regulating the sale of poisons.

The Rating of Hospitals.
In the House of Commons, on the 22nd inst., Mr. Baggallay

gave notice of his intention on an early day to call atten-
tion to the unsatisfactory state of the law with regard to
the rating of hospitals and other public charities in the
metropolis.

The Purification of Rivers.
Leave was given to Mr. Hastings to bring in a Bill for the

purification of rivers, which Bill was afterwards read a first
time.

The Public Health Act.
On the 23rd inst., Mr. Chamberlain, in reply to Mr. J. E.

Johnson-Ferguson, stated that his attention had been called
to a prosecution by the Atherton Local Board before the
Leigh (Lancashire) bench of magistrates under the Public
Health Act, 1875, for the removal in a public conveyance of
the dead body of a child who had died from an infectious dis-
order without previously notifying to the owner or driver
that it had died from such a disorder; and he had no doubt
whatever that the decision of the. magistrates was right,
and that the word person" in the Act did not include a
dead body, and that a dead body was not a thing ejusdem
generis with bedding, clothing, or rags. Under these cir-
cumstances it was evident that there had been an omission
in the Act, and if the Act came up for amendment that point
would be noticed.


